
I wish to thank the Committee for allowing me to provide a written statement. 
 
The idea of housing at Pinewood is not new. In fact, in 1904 on the same site, the Church of 
England Soldiers and Sailors Institute opened a five-bedroom two-bathroom centre:   
 
 

‘To support ex-Armed Forces personnel and their 
dependants, through sheltered housing’.  
 
 
 
 

 
Fast-forward 116 years and Pinewood will offer the UK’s most advanced accommodation to 
support those who find themselves homeless, by providing high-quality temporary housing, 
in a sustainable location with good access to public services, facilities and local amenities. 
 
The application makes provision for 10 self-contained dwellings, comprising 8 No. one-
bedroom and 2 No. two-bedroom flats.  Each dwelling will be building regulations compliant 
meeting the same standards as for other homes, particularly in respect of sound insulation, 
fire resistance and thermal insulation.  Occupants will have their own front door, cooking 
and bathing facilities, bedroom, living area and underfloor heating.  Residents will have 
access to communal laundry, storage, garden with drying area, secure cycle storage and 
onsite parking.  In addition to the 5 parking bays onsite the Council has use of 8 parking bays 
at the adjacent One Stop. 
 
The mix of accommodation makes the most efficient use of the existing building, whilst 
meeting the needs of homeless persons in East Hampshire, which is predominantly for 
single occupancy accommodation.  The scale of homelessness in East Hampshire, whilst 
smaller than metropolitan districts, is still significant.  Between June 2018 – June 2019, 620 
households approached the Council for advice and assistance, with 41 households placed in 
Bed and Breakfasts.  The Council have access to just one B&B in the district, with other 
establishments located in Slough, Bognor, Aldershot and Waterlooville.  This application 
offers a valuable resource for tackling homelessness, providing far superior accommodation 
to that relied upon at present. 
 
 
Pinewood, we believe will be recognised nationally as the first of its kind to offer modular 
homes by repurposing an existing building with minimal intervention. 
 
Pinewood's advanced features include: 
 

 Advanced materials that can at a future date be dismantled, moved and re-erected 
with minimum disruption, allowing the host building to be re-purposed again or 
redeveloped.  



 Each dwelling will have sustainability at the centre with advanced wireless sensors to 
measure the structural health of each building, predicting fatigue, energy saving, 
Co2, humidity, temperature, occupancy and decibel levels.  

 Technology will deliver (GDPR compliant) data on how the building is being utilised.  
 A ‘mist’ fire suppression system, CCTV and an advanced asset tracking technology 

will protect assets within the building.  
 
A specialist housing provider will be engaged to manage the scheme, providing occupants 
with an excellent opportunity to move-on into a permanent home and rebuild their lives 
with continuing support. 
  
 
 


